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CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF THE
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY SERVICES
Date: 26th April 2026 							4th Sunday Easter (A) 
Chapel Information
Mass Times 
Sunday Mass – 1700
Confession – 1630 (or by appointment)
Holy Hour – Thursday 1800
Chaplain Contacts
Fr Thomas Zaranski (ADFA Chaplain) 0477 326 342
Deacon Clint McGoldrick (RMC Chaplain) 0477 726 531
Notices & Announcements
Pastoral Message

Dear Faithful,
This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday. A Sunday set aside to pray particularly for priestly vocations. This is especially important for our small diocese, which relies almost entirely on bishops ‘lending’ priests to the Military Ordinariate in order for the faithful to have access to the sacraments.
From early on this year, Fr Damian commenced a Holy Hour for vocations, celebrated on Thursday evening at 1800. Why Thursday you might ask?
On Holy Thursday, the Lord Jesus gave the Church two gifts: the gift of the Eucharist and the gift of the priesthood, binding these two sacraments together. As we take up our Lord’s request to “pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest,” (Mt 9:38) it is fitting that we pray for priests before the Blessed Sacrament. This Holy Hour for vocations aims to bring us together to pray for men who are experiencing the call to the priesthood, that they may have the courage to become more open to the divine will and to serve the Lord as He desires. We also pray for Catholics discerning various vocations to consecrated life and to marriage, and for those currently living in these vocations. The Church needs courageous women and men who are willing to leave everything to follow the call of our Eucharistic Lord.
Almighty and eternal God, look upon the face of your Son, and for love of Him who is the eternal High Priest, have pity on your priests. Remember, O most compassionate God, that they are but weak and frail human beings. Stir up in them the grace of their vocation, which is in them by the imposition of the bishop’s hands. Keep them close to you, lest the enemy prevail against them, so that they may never do anything in the slightest degree unworthy of their sublime vocation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]O Jesus, I pray for your faithful and fervent priests; for your unfaithful and tepid priests; for your priests labouring at home or abroad in distant mission fields; for your tempted priests; for the lonely and desolate priests; for your young priests; for your dying priests; for the souls of your priests in purgatory. But above all, I commend to you the priest dearest to me: the priest who baptised me, the priest who absolved me from my sins, the priest at whose Masses I have assisted and who gave me your Body and Blood in Holy Communion, the priest who taught and instructed me, or helped and encouraged me—all the priests to whom I am indebted in any way.
O dearest Jesus, Son of the eternal Father and of Mary Immaculate, grant to our young men and women the generosity necessary to follow your call, and the courage required to overcome all obstacles to their vocation. Give parents that faith, love, and spirit of sacrifice which will inspire them to offer their children to God’s service, and cause them to rejoice exceedingly whenever one of their children is called to the priesthood or consecrated life. Let your example, and that of your most Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph, encourage both children and parents, and let your grace sustain them. Amen.
If you think, God might be calling you to be a priest Fr Damian (and I) are more than happy to help you discern this beautiful vocation.

1. Prayer for a new bishop of the Diocese of the Australian Military Services
O God, eternal Shepherd, who govern your flock with unfailing care, Grant in your boundless love a bishop for the Diocese of the Australian Military Services who will please You by his holiness and to us show watchful care.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. Mary, Help of Christians, Pray for us.

2. Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Has started! The third meeting will be 17 May 1500 at the chapel. Please pray for those on the journey to becoming Catholic. If you haven’t already made contact with me about this please do so as soon as possible.
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